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' LLONG BEFORE I CAME TO WASthuTON IN 1970, 1 KNEY JiM PREE,BY fEBtUTATION

AS A WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT OF CREAT INTECSRITY AND IubuﬁcNDnuc

B HAD MANAGED T0 WRITE THE HARD TRUTH ABOUT THE citvit, RIGHTS SmPUCGLE

IM THE SOUTH AND HAVE IT PUBLISHED IN A NEWSPAPER THAT EMBRACED

SEGREGATION ON ITS EDITORIAL PAGES.
70 UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANT TO PULL THAT OFF, ONE NEEDS TO" THINK ABOUT

BIRMINGHAM AND ALABAnA IN THE EARLY 1260'E. THAT"S WHEN JIM FREE FIRST

MADE HIS MARK AND GAINED THE ADMIPATION of nuIs ”OLLEAGUES AND MANY OF

»HIS FELLow ALABAMANa -AND THE PESPECT OF PRESIDENT 'KENNEDY AfiD ATTY.

GEN. BOBRY KENNEDY AND HIS TOP AIDES.
1T WAS IN THE EARLY €0'S THAT ALARAMA WAS LED BY STAUNCH sEcﬁnGAIIONIQTQ

AND BIRMINGHAM'S RESPONSE TC CIVIL RIGHTS nARCHEs HAS LED BY POLICE

*

COMMISSIONER BULL CONNOR, WHO TURNED DOGS AND POﬁﬂBﬁHL_FIRE HOSES ON
DEMONSTRATORS THAT"S. WHEN THE KU KLUX KLAN BECAME S0 INCENSED BY. J1M'S
STORIES ON CIVIL RISHTS THAT THEY BURNED A CROSS 'ON HIS EDITOR'S LAWN

DISTPUST BETWEEN THE KENNEDY JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND THE BIRMINGHAM
POLICE WAS SO INTENSE THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAD TO RELY ON i
FREE AS A CONDUIT FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SOME OF THE EVENTS TAKING PLACE
IN BIRMINGHAM. '

THE OTHER DAY I TALKED WITH A COUPLE OF OLD FRIENDS OF MINE AND JIM'S
~~BURKE MARSHALL, WHO HEADED THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT CIVIL RIGHTS DIViSION.
AND EDi GUTHMAN WIO WAS BOBBY KENNEDY'S ASSISTANT FOR PUBLIC INFOPMATION.

BURKE MARSHALL REMEMBERS JIM AS ONE OF THE VERY FEW REPORTERS FROM
TUE SOUTH "OPEN-MINDED ENOUGH TO EXPLAIN THE TRUTH OF THE CIViL RIGHTS

STRUGGLE AND THE DEEPLY INGRAINED RACIAL OPPRESSION THAT BLACKS FACED,."
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MARSHA;J,%5$LEB JIM WA TWO WA$Y STREET THAT COMMUNICATED THE TRUTH

fO THE PEOPLE OF ALABAMA AND COMMUNICATED TO THE KENNEDY ADMINSTRATION THE
STPAIGET INFORMATION ABOUT THE MOTIVATION AND ATTITUDES OF PEOPLE IN
CHARGE CF BIRMINGHAM."

BURKE MARSHALL CALLED JIM " éﬂQNDERFUL SOURCE OF LIGHT."

GUTHMAN ¥WAS A YOUNG SEATTLE TIMES REPORTER IN THE LATE 1950'S
WHEN HE AND JIM BEGAN COVERING THE SENATE HEARINGS ON LABOP RACKETEERING
AND THEY FIRST MET BOBBY KENNEDY. THE TWO YOUNG REPORTERS DEVELPED A
TRUSTING RELATIONSHIP WITH KENNEDY THAT LASTED UNTIL HIS ASSASSINATION IN
1968.

GUTHMAN RECALLS THAT WHEN DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING LED DEMONSTRATIONS

IN BIRMINGHAM AND RAN INTO VIOLENT OPPOSITION, JIM "HAD TOTAL ACCESS TO

- ) '
BOB'S OFFICE.,.HZ COULD COME AND GO. éﬁ?éPENT A LOT OF TIME IN THE OFFICE
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JUST LISTENING TO THE GIVE AND TAKE OF VHAT, SﬁAPPﬁﬁiﬁé%;;:I;ﬁjiki(3%;3;;’;v
: AT THE SAMT TIME, GUTMAN SAID, J§%5§E§§§§§§ﬂ%§ﬁaaiEﬁc THE KENNEDYS ALL
OVER THE LOT OHX THE EDITORIAL PAGE, BUT JIM WROTE AN HONEST STORY EVERY

DAY THAT THE NEWS PUT ON PAGE ONE."

GUTHMAN LATER WAS NATIONAL EDITOR OF THE L.A. TIMES, THEN EDITOR OF
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, BUT TODAY TEACHES JOURNALISM AT SOUTHIERN CAL.
AND HE STILL CITES JIM FREE'S EXPERIENZE AS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF
A REPORTER.AND PAPER'S EDITORIAL PAGES.

GUTHMAN REMEMBERS JIM AS "TRULY PROFESSIOMNAL REPORTER, PROPERLY
SKEPTICAL, BUT INTERSTED IN THE FACTS, SOMEONE WHO WOULDN'T REST UNTIL

HE FOUND OUT WHAT WAS HAPPENING AND WHAT IT MEANT. HE WAS A REAL REPORTER

NO B.S., NO PRETENSES A MAN OF REAL INTEGRITY."
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IN THOSE DAYS JIM FREE WAS SUBJECTED TO THREATENING LETTERS AND
PHONE CALLS, BUT HE NEVER LET THEM BOTHER HIM. NESPITE THE VIOLENCE AND
MASSIVE RESISTANCE TO DESEGREGATION, HE WAS OPTIMISTIC AND EVEN PRESCIENT
ABOUT CIVIL RICGHTS DEVELOPMENTS.

HE WROTE A MAGAZINE ARTICLE PREDICTING THE ELECTION OF BLACKS TO
IMPORTANT POLITICAL POSTS IN THE SOUTH. AN EDITOR WHO WAS SOMEWHAT LESS
OPTIMISTIC OF PRESCIﬁhT REJECTED THE ARTICLE.

ON A MORE PERSONAL NOTE, JIM -BY PERSUADING SOME DIE-HARD COLLEAGUES
NOT TO BLOCK IT --PAVED THE WAY FOR LOUIS LAUTIER TO BECOME THE FIRST
BLACK JOUNALIST ELECTED TO NATIONAL PRESS CLUB MEMBERSHIP.

JIM WAS A GRIDIRON CLUB MAINSTAY AND FOR MANY YEARS WAS CLUB HISTORIAN.
HE WROTE A DANDY LITTLE BOOK, "&HE FIRST 100 YEARS!/A CASUAL CHRONICLE

OF THE GRIDIRON CLUB." AND IN IT HE EXPRESSED DEEP APPRECATION FOR

e e e s et e e s s me cmer e e e e ey

"THE EXCEPTIONAL DESIGN AND EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF MY JOURNALIST
COLLEAGUE AND WIFE £ ANN COTTRELL FREE."

I WAS PRIVILEGED TO KNOW JIM AS A COLLEAGUE AND FELLOW GRIDIRON
MEMBER. HE LED A LONG AND FRUITFUL LIFE. WE'LL ALL MISS HIM BUT WILL
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REMEMBER THE WONDERFUL LEGACY HE LEFT.
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