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Announcer:  The adventurous habit of hitchhiking is hardly new, but when young ladies set out 
to hitchhike around the world in times like these, they are bound to make news somewhere. But 
in our “Headline Edition, Microphone in Berlin”, these ladies, Miss Vera Feuerhelm of Hayward, 
California and Miss Ann Cottrell of Richmond, Virginia, now relate some of their unusual 
experiences in a recorded interview with correspondent Lyford Moore.  
 
Moore: With me in the studio today are Miss Verna Feuerhelm from Hayward, California and 
Miss Ann Cottrell of Richmond, Virginia, who I imagine are probably the first post-war round the 
world hitchhikers. You have to call them that, though they are both journalists, because they 
hitched rides everywhere and on everything from camels to US Army airplanes. They’ve come 
as far as Berlin by way of China, Siam, India, Arabia, Egypt, Greece and Italy and many 
intermediate spots like Tibet, Singapore and Palestine. And though this is a post-war world, they 
have traveled to, didn’t you say, five distinct combat areas, Ann?  
 
Cottrell: Yes, five. China, French Indochina, India, Palestine and Greece. They’re all unofficial 
war zones.  
 
Moore: I see. And, Verna, what led you to make such a trip in the first place?  
 
Feuerhelm: Our real reason was to get a better understanding of how the other peoples in the 
world live.  
 
Moore: And has it been worthwhile or too tiring, too expensive? 
 
Feuerhelm:  And all three. It’s also almost impossible to keep to any schedules.  
 
Moore: I take it you’ve fallen behind on yours?   
 
Cottrell: Yes, half a year. On such a trip you want to see everything and often the most 
interesting things are a country or two away but now we’re trying to head home and find out 
what Americans are like today, but it doesn’t matter if we go home broke now, we’ve already 
bought our ticket home.   
 



Moore: And where do you go from here, Ann?  
 
Cottrell: New York, but, by way of Munich, Vienna, Prague, Paris and London.  
 
Moore: But without telling you how it is from London to New York, I can understand how you’ve 
fallen a half a year behind schedule. But, Ann, what would you say was your most exciting 
experience so far?  
 
Cottrell: Well, Lyford, there’ve been so many. For example, we were caught in between two 
landslides in the Himalayan mountains in northern India, and the bombs went off all around us in 
Palestine, in Greece the trains were stopped to remove mines from the tracks.  
 
Moore: And what do you think was the most impressive thing you’ve noticed around the world?  
 
Cottrell: Well, frankly, I would say that America is not telling her story to the people of the world 
who need most to hear it.  
 
Moore: And Verna, here’s something else you’ve probably, Berlin, as you’ve seen it, is behind 
an Iron Curtain and steel bayonets, and you must have valid orders even to leave town. How did 
you two manage to get into all of those countries where there are actually wars going on?  
 
Feuerhelm: Why, there was nothing to it. We found everywhere, that if you just get to the edge 
of the country, they’ll let you walk on into it.  
 
Moore: I see. Thank you very much, Miss Vera Feuerhelm and Miss Ann Cottrell and the best of 
luck to you on the rest of your trip around the world. This is Lyford Moore reporting from Berlin.  
 
 


